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BARCELONA is one of Europe’s most important cultural capitals, a city that has transformed art, archi-
tecture, and creativity into defining elements of its identity. Overlooking the Mediterranean, it has long 
been an international point of reference for artists, collectors, and cultural professionals. 
 
Its artistic heritage finds one of its most celebrated expressions in the works of Antoni Gaudí, creator of 
iconic masterpieces such as the Sagrada Família and Park Güell, which have turned the city into a true 
open-air museum. Alongside this extraordinary architectural legacy, Barcelona is home to renowned cul-
tural institutions including the Picasso Museum, the Joan Miró Foundation, and the National Art Museum 
of Catalonia. Today, the city continues to stand out for the vitality of its artistic scene, thanks to museums, 
galleries, art fairs, and international events that foster a dynamic dialogue between tradition and contem-
porary expression. Presenting an artistic project in Barcelona means engaging with one of Europe’s most 
prestigious and vibrant cultural environments, in a city that continues to make art one of its most recognized 
symbols worldwide.



A TRIBUTE TO THE MASTER  
AND TO THE PROTAGONISTS OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
 
 
  
The International Prize Rembrandt was established with the aim of pa-
ying tribute to one of the greatest figures in the history of Western art 
while, at the same time, celebrating contemporary artists whose talent, 
research, and creativity stand out for their originality, expressive qua-
lity, and ability to leave a meaningful mark on the international art 
scene. 
 
Curated by Francesco Saverio Russo and Salvatore Russo, the prize 
seeks to recognize artistic personalities who, through their work, de-
monstrate a profound understanding of the language of art and a vi-
sion capable of engaging with the present while preserving the 
universal values of beauty, sensitivity, and aesthetic inquiry. 
 
The figure of Rembrandt van Rijn represents the ideal symbol of 
this journey. Born in Leiden in 1606 and active primarily in Amster-
dam, Rembrandt is universally acknowledged as one of the grea-
test masters of seventeenth-century European art. His extraordinary ability to use 
light as a narrative tool, the psychological intensity of his portraits, and the profound humanity of his works 
have influenced generations of artists, helping to shape new expressive horizons in the history of art. Masterpie-
ces such as The Night Watch and his numerous self-portraits bear witness to an artistic practice grounded in the 
observation of the human soul and in the desire to explore the complexity of existence. 
 
The choice of Barcelona as the host city carries a particularly evocative significance. Although deeply connected 
to the Dutch artistic tradition, Rembrandt is also represented within the cultural heritage of the Catalan capital 
through a number of valuable etchings preserved at the Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya (MNAC). Works 
such as Self-Portrait with a Cap and Cloak, The Windmill, Landscape with a Cottage and Trees, and Head of a 
Man testify to the excellence of an artist who produced approximately three hundred prints throughout his career, 
making a decisive contribution to the development of European graphic art. 
 
The International Prize Rembrandt therefore presents itself as a meeting point between historical memory and 
contemporary creativity, a distinction dedicated to artists who, through the strength of their expressive language 
and the consistency of their artistic vision, demonstrate the authenticity, sensitivity, and innovative spirit that 
made Rembrandt’s name immortal. The award seeks to recognize those creative talents capable of transforming 
personal research into a universal message, fostering a meaningful dialogue between tradition and innovation. 
It is both a tribute to the genius of the past and a celebration of the leading figures shaping the art of our time, 
highlighting artists whose work contributes to enriching the cultural landscape of the contemporary world. 



CELEBRATING TRUE TALENT:  
BARCELONA AS A STAGE FOR ART: THE INTERNATIONAL PRIZE REMBRANDT 
 
The Sala Aquarella (also known as Aquarella Music Theatre) is one of Barcelona’s iconic venues dedicated to 
entertainment, culture, and the performing arts. Located in the heart of the prestigious Eixample district, this hi-
storic venue has long been a landmark for artistic events, theatrical performances, musical shows, and cabaret 
productions, welcoming an international audience in an elegant and captivating atmosphere. 
 
It is within this remarkable setting that, on October 31, 2026, Francesco Saverio Russo,  Salvatore Russo, 
and Sandro Serradifalco, Artistic Director of the Fondazione Effetto Arte, will present the awards to the artists 
selected for the International Prize Rembrandt. 
 



The ceremony will not only celebrate contemporary artistic talent but will also provide a valuable opportunity for 
dialogue, exchange, and networking among artists from different countries, united by a shared passion for art 
and a common desire to contribute, through their creative research, to the growth of the international cultural 
landscape. The event will be dedicated to the promotion of artistic excellence, the sharing of experiences, and 
the recognition of outstanding achievements in contemporary art, all within one of Europe’s most dynamic and 
culturally vibrant cities. 
 
Furthermore, the event will offer participants the opportunity to connect with an international network of artists, 
critics, curators, and cultural professionals, encouraging the development of new collaborations and future pro-
jects. In a context enriched by the encounter of diverse artistic sensibilities and cultural traditions, the prize aims 
to serve as a privileged platform for dialogue, inspiration, and professional growth.  
  



The catalog of The International Prize Rembradt will be produced in accordance with the finest typographic 
standards and the highest quality printing techniques. Great care will be devoted to both design and mate-
rials, ensuring a publication of remarkable aesthetic and editorial value.  
 
Each selected artist will be featured with a full-color dedicated page, allowing their work to be presented 
with clarity, impact, and proper recognition within an international context.



PRESENTATION OF THE WORKS  
AT THE 6TH BARCELONA BIENNIAL AT THE MEAM 
 
All admitted works will be presented in video format at the 6th Barcelona Art Bienniall, hosted at the MEAM - 
Museu Europeu d'Art Modern, during the event to be held from October 30 to November 1, 2026. 
 
The Barcelona Art Biennial will take place at the MEAM - Museu Europeu d'Art Modern, inside the historic 
Palau Gomis, located in the heart of the charming Born district. This area is renowned for its vibrant cultural 
atmosphere and represents one of the most fascinating parts of Barcelona’s historic center, where tradition and 
modernity blend harmoniously. Today, the Born district is an essential destination for visitors wishing to experience 
the city’s rich artistic, cultural, and architectural heritage.



The elegant Rembrandt 
Prize will serve as an  
exclusive and lasting  
memento of the event,  
celebrating the artist’s  
talent and the value of the 
journey that has led to this 
important recognition. 
 
 
Receiving an artistic recognition 
is much more than simply a pla-
que bearing one’s name; it is a 
tribute to the talent, creativity, 
and dedication that permeate an 
artist’s work. It is an experience 
that goes beyond the materiality 
of the award—it is the confirma-
tion that one’s contribution has 
been noticed and appreciated. 
The plaque becomes a tangible 
symbol of belonging to a com-
munity of creative minds, a reco-
gnition that fuels passion and 
encourages the pursuit of ever 
higher artistic achievements. 



THE ARTISTIC PROJECT INVOLVES:    
Full­page publication in the catalog of the International Rembrandt Prize (format 21 × 24 cm). 
 
Awarding of the International REMBRANDT Prize, a prestigious trophy personalized with the ar­
tist’s name. 
 
Video presentation of one artwork at the MEAM – European Museum of Modern Art in Barce­
lona, on the occasion of the 6th Barcelona Art Biennial, taking place from October 30 to Novem­
ber 1, 2026. 
 
One copy of the official exhibition catalog.  
 
Professional photographic coverage of the award ceremony, with official photographs documen­
ting the artist’s participation and the presentation of the International REMBRANDT Prize. 
 
Digital invitation to the award ceremony  
 
Exclusive cocktail party.
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Curated by Francesco Saverio Russo 
and Salvatore Russo

The Effetto Arte Foundation’s projects are conceived to give visibility to talented artists, fostering freedom of ex-
pression and the right to creativity.  
Through the collective contribution of participating artists, the Foundation makes it possible for everyone to take 
part in significant exhibition events, within a prestigious and collaborative setting.


